
Sample Commercial Sponsor Agreement

When accepting any form of support from commercial organizations, continuing education (CE) providers must make it clear that the program provider is solely responsible for selecting educational objectives, course content, teaching methods, and instructors or advisors and must do so independent of any commercial interest.  

Related PACE Standard:

XII Commercial or Promotional Conflict of Interest, Criteria C, D, E and I: 
C.
The ultimate decision regarding funding arrangements for CE activities must be the responsibility of the CE program provider. CE activities may be supported by funds received from external sources if such funds are unrestricted. External funding must be disclosed to participants 1) in announcements, brochures, or other educational materials, and 2) in the presentation itself.

D.
CE program providers receiving commercial support must develop and apply a written statement or letter of agreement outlining the terms and conditions of the arrangement and/or relationship between the program provider and the commercial supporter.
E.
CE program providers and instructors must disclose to participants any monetary or other special interest the program provider may have with any company whose products are discussed in its CE activities. Disclosure must be made in publicity materials and at the beginning of the presentation itself.
I.
CE program providers must assume responsibility for the specific content and use of instructional materials that are prepared with outside financial support.
Expectations: 

All Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) Program Approval for Continuing Education (PACE)-approved CE providers are expected to document that they clearly informed outside financial supporters in writing that any support given must be free of restrictions and that the CE provider is solely responsible for selecting educational objectives, course content, teaching methods, and instructors or advisors. Providers may ask commercial supporters for recommendations regarding content and/or instructor selection, but CE providers must not be required to accept those recommendations.
Example:

The following is an example of a written agreement between a CE provider and a commercial sponsor. Providers are encouraged to develop their own standard agreements specific to their training situations. 
Letter of Agreement and Financial Support Disclosure between:



                     and  





<INSERT PROVIDER NAME>

<INSERT Company/Commercial Supporter NAME>
Title of Continuing Education (CE) Activity:

Location of CE Activity:

Date of CE Activity:
The above named company wishes to provide support for the named CE activity by means of:

A. Speaker #1:
Speaker #2:

Including:

(All Expenses 
(Travel Only
(Honorarium Only, Amount $____________
B. Support for catering functions, in the amount of: $____________

C. Other (equipment rental, room rental, brochure distribution, etc.):
Please specify: 










Conditions

Example Statement of Purpose: 
The program is for scientific and educational purposes only and will not promote the products and/or services of the company directly.

PROVIDERS SHOULD INCLUDE APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE FROM THEIR OWN SPECIFIC COMMERCIAL GUIDELNES ON THEIR AGREEMENTS.  Example:
Control of Content and Selection of Presenters and Moderators: <INSERT PROVIDER NAME> is responsible for the control of content and the selection of presenters and moderators. The company agrees not to direct the content of the program. The company or its agents will respond only <INSERT PROVIDER NAME>-initiated requests for suggestions of presenters or sources of possible presenters. The company will suggest more than one name (if possible); will provide speaker qualifications; will disclose financial or other relationships between the company and speaker; and will provide this information in writing. <INSERT PROVIDER NAME>will record the role of the company and its agents.
Agreed

<INSERT Company/Commercial Supporter NAME>Representative: 





   
Signature: 






Date: 


            



<INSERT PROVIDER NAME> Representative: 








Signature: 






 Date: 
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